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looked me straight in the face throughout, with that look
of purpose which I saw so often in Moscow, and all that
he said was clear, assured, and direct.
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I paid the usual tourist's visit to ZAGS, or Zig-zags as
I should prefer to call it, the pkce where you get married
in five minutes in one room and get divorced in five
minutes in the next. For decorations there were the
painted nails of the old lady in charge, and some white
artificial flowers, which apparently were limited to the
marriage department. I asked very carefully as to the
truth of the report that latterly steps had been taken to
delay the rapidity of divorce, hut I was definitely told
that this was not so. Whether or not the lady thought
I might be discouraged with a different answer, I think
that as a matter of fact she was wrong, for if I am not
mistaken, the recent legislation provides that there
shall at least be delay until the other partner of the
marriage has been informed. One marriage was per-
formed during my visit, and only took a few minutes.
It was a very simple affair : a first marriage of a young,
amiable looking workman of twenty-six, with a white
button-hole, to an equally pleasant looking young
woman of eighteen. The particulars of their work and
employment were taken down rapidly. Otherwise the
only question of detail asked was whether the bride
wished to assume her husband's name or retain her own ;
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